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Family of bicyclist killed after car strike
settles for 7.9M

H Havinland Stewart

THE FAMILY of a cyclist who
was hit and killed by a pickup
truck on his morning ride be-
fore work reached a settlement
of $7.9 million.

The pickup truck driver was
driving on behalf of his company
and the vehicle had a commer-
cial insurance
policy. Both the
driver and their
company were
named as defen-
dants.

According to
the accident re-
port, the driv-
er of the pickup
truck was cited
to be at fault and
was driving too
fast for condi-
tions. The plain-
tiff alleged that
he was distract-
ed as he should
have been able to see the cyclist
who had front and rear lights.

The deceased was a 50-year-
old U.S. Navy veteran and mar-

-
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ried father of three children.
Following his retirement from
the U.S. Navy, which includ-
ed a tour during Operation Iraq
Freedom, the deceased obtained
his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in environmental studies.
He was employed as an environ-
mental coordinator at the time
of his death.

The defense argued that the
deceased “assumed the risk” be-
cause he was riding his bicycle
on a busy highway at dark with
a posted speed limit of 55 mph.
Additionally, the defense argued
that the plaintiff was killed at
impact and therefore there would
be no pain and suffering, which
would limit his damages under
the survival cause of action.

According to an economic
loss report reprepared by Ol-
iver Wood, the present value
of the financial loss associat-
ed with the death was valued at
$1,342,848. Combing the area
of the collision for the presence
of video cameras lead to the
discovery of home surveillance
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camera footage which allowed
for the completion of detailed
sight-line studies and speed
calculations which assisted the
parties in resolving this matter
without protracted litigation.

Many details of this case have
been withheld due to a confiden-
tiality agreement.
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